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14 years on, topper in Mumbai still awaits honour 
Mayura Janwalkar / DNA 
Tuesday, March 2, 2010 0:38 IST 
 
Mumbai: An alleged victim of the university’s marking system, Sehira Ebrahim is 

still seeking her due as the university topper — 14 years after she passed her 

Bachelor of Law (LLB) examinations.  Ebrahim who cleared the law exam in 1996, 

moved the Bombay high court against the Mumbai University, contesting the 

award for the LLB topper conferred upon another student Birendra Saraf. 

The petition before the court states that after the LLB results were  

declared in October 1996, Ebrahim, who had a sound academic record and had won 

several scholarships, was declared failed in the Civil Procedure Code (CPC) paper 

with just 29 marks. Her petition states that despite failing in one subject, her 

aggregate marks were still higher than the university topper’s.  

Shocked at the results, Ebrahim got her papers re-evaluated on October 14, 1996. In 

November 1996, after her re-evaluation, she was declared “passed with first class” 

raising her marks from 29 to 53. Her aggregate score was then 396.  

On December 2, Ebrahim made an application to the university to consider her case 

while awarding the LLB university topper prize. She received no reply, and a day 

later Saraf, with an aggregate total of 366 marks, was given the award, she stated.  

Her petition is now before a division bench of the high court for final hearing. 

Counsel for the university Rui Rodrigues said the court will hear it on March 8.  

Ebrahim has stated that she lost out on her award and honours only because the 

university had wrongly declared her as failed in the CPC paper. She stated that 

despite her hard work she was deprived of the medals and scholarships. Ebrahim has  
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alleged that the university “seeks to sacrifice the academic careers and future of 

hardworking and brilliant students at the altar of its own inefficiency and ineptitude.” 

The university has, however, stood by the ordinance 237 (10) which states that an 

amended score of a candidate after re-evaluation cannot be considered for granting 

awards, scholarships, prizes or medals.  

The ordinance, Ebrahim’s petition states, is contradictory to the Maharashtra 

Universities Act, 1994 and defeats the purpose  

of revaluation. 

“Under the ordinance, passed long ago, students are not entitled to any benefit post 

re-evaluation,” said Vilas Shinde, controller of examinations, Mumbai University. 

However, he said, the decision of the court would be binding on either party. 

National Science Day celebrated with fervor in the 
capital 
February 27, 2010 

 
New Delhi: Prithviraj Chavan, Minister of state for Science & 
Technology and Earth Sciences felicitated the award winners 
at a function organized in connection with National Science 
Day in Technology Bhawan here yesterday. 
 
Along with each award, a memento and a citation was 
presented. 
 
Earlier the National Council for Science & Technology 
Communication (NCSTC), department of Science and 
Technology, govt. of India announced its annual national 
awards for Science & Technology communication for the year 

2009 to recognize the outstanding work done in past five years by individual science 
communicators. 
 
National award of Rs.1,00,000 for outstanding efforts in Science & Technology  
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communication through books and magazines has been given to Dr. D.D. Ozha, 
Jodhpur (Rajasthan) for writing 23 books on energy, nanotechnology, water, Mars, 
Science and Vedas, environment, Moon, Sun, Earth, oceans, insects, biotechnology, 
soil etc, besides several popular science articles. 
 
A similar award has been conferred upon N. Ramadurai, Chennai (Tamil Nadu) for his 
outstanding contribution as an author of popular science books in Tamil, namely 
Seyarkaikol (Satellites), Bhoomi (Earth), Kedal (Oceans), Sevvai (Mars) and Suriyan 
(Sun), besides a series of articles on 'Anu Sakthi' and a daily column 'Theriyumman' 
in popular newspapers. 
 
National award of Rs.1,00,000 for outstanding effort in popularization of Science 
among children has been given to Takhellambam Robindro Singh, Thoubal (Manipur) 
for his contributions as guide teacher in National Children's Science Congress and 
mentoring students for making science models. 
 
The same award for exceptional effort in Science and Technology Communication in 
print medium has been given to Dinesh Chandra Sharma, Rampur (Uttar Pradesh) 
for his popular science columns on the occasions of year of Scientific Awareness-
2004 and Understanding Planet Earth-2009 including contributions in well known 
science magazines and newspapers. 
 
National award of Rs.1,00,000 in Science and Technology Communication in 
electronic medium has been given to Dr. Manas Pratim Das, 24 Paraganas (West 
Bengal) for his outstanding contribution as an anchor and quizmaster, hosting talk 
shows on FM radio, making a series of radio plays and a documentary besides 
producing popular programmes like Lanthan Theke Laser and Mahakashe Bharat in 
Bengali. 
 
The Kalinga Chair for the year 2009 was awarded to Prof. Yash Pal, Chancellor, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi and Prof. Trinh X. Thuan, Department 
of Astronomy, USA on this occasion for their invaluable contributions in 
communicating science to people, who have jointly won the International UNESCO 
Kalinga Prize for Science Popularization for the year 2009. 
 
Government of India recognizes the efforts by conferring the Kalinga Chair on the 
UNESCO Kalinga prize winners, who are invited to deliver lectures on science 
communication to various target groups for a period of two to four weeks as a guest 
of the government of India. The chair comprises of a token amount of US $5000. 
 
Dr. T. Ramasami, Secretary, Dept. of Science & Technology, govt. of India presided 
over the function. 
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Dr. Kamal Kant Dwivedi, Adviser & Head, NCSTC told that various science 
communication activities, such as science exhibitions, quiz competitions and science 
activity camps are being organized in various parts of the country to mark the 
National Science Day and spreading scientific awareness at grass root level. 
 
The focal theme for this year's National Science Day is 'Gender Equity for Prosperity 
with Peace.' 
 

MIT to hold emerging technologies conference in Bangalore 
February 27, 2010  
Washington: About 100 leading business and tech visionaries from around the world would discuss 
innovative  
ideas and market ready incubated technologies at the annual emerging technologies conference, 
EmTech 2010, in Bangalore next month. 
 
The two-day conference from Massachusetts Institute of Technology's (MIT's) Technology Review is 
being held  
in India for the second year in succession, in association with Cyber Media, from March 8, 2010.  
 
It will cover a variety of innovative topics ranging from green computing techniques, clean transport 
alternatives  
and smarter energy grid to the role that wireless can play in connecting India. 
 
 
Special sessions on innovative diagnostics and neglected diseases will draw attention towards 
unheralded health  
care fields. A session on the future of nanotechnology will touch on the new capabilities, giving new 
ways to make things and heal bodies.  
 
Dr. Subra Suresh, the Dean of MIT's School of Engineering, and several of his colleagues will be part 
of the  
eminent panel of speakers from around the world.  
 
Leading Indian biophysicist and the Director General of Council for Scientific and Industrial Research 
(CSIR)  
Samir. K. Brahmachari and well-known biotech entrepreneur Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw will engage in a 
fireside  
chat on igniting the innovation gene.  
 
A session on neglected diseases will explore the possibilities of finding affordable vaccines against 
AIDS, malaria  
and pulmonary tuberculosis by 2015.  
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Eminent scientists like Dr. B V Ravikumar and Dr. Suresh Vazirani will explore the possibilities of 
protecting  
infants against at least 20 pathogens through their lives in the next 15 years.  
 
Speaking about Emtech, the best attended emerging technologies conference in the US and held at 
the MIT  
campus since 2000, Technology Review Publisher and Editor Jason Pontin said, "The highlight of the 
conference  
will be the two-day brainstorming sessions by a dozen researchers from MIT's Media Lab to propose 
innovative  
solutions to some India-specific technological challenges."  
 
"Technology Review will honour 20 individuals under the age of 35 for their innovative and promising 
technical  
work that is likely to shape the future of mankind," Pontin, editor of the 111-year old technology 
journal from  
the USA, added.  
 
 
The TR35 India awards will span a range of technologies from biotech, arts and entertainment, and 
software development to semiconductors, transportation, energy, and new materials research.  
 
"The session on Social Innovations at EmTech 2010 will break the myth that technologies only touch 
the  
sophisticated as it will focus on developments that will benefit those at the bottom of the pyramid," 
says  
Pradeep Gupta, founder of specialty publishing giant CyberMedia, the publishers of Techology 
Review's  
India edition. IANS 
 
Music helps kids process speech more accurately 
February 23, 2010  
 
Washington: Playing musical instruments helps youngsters process speech more 
accurately in noisy classrooms and interpret nuances of language that are conveyed 
by subtle changes in the human voice, says a new study.  
 
The study, led by Nina Kraus, Professor of neurobiology, physiology and 
communication sciences at Northwestern University, suggested that education 
through music can be an effective strategy in helping kids, especially those with 
autism, develop more accurately encoded speech.  
 
"People's hearing systems are fine-tuned by the experiences they've had with sound  
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throughout their lives," says Kraus.  
 
 
"Music training is not only beneficial for processing music stimuli. We've found that 
years of music training may also improve how sounds are processed for language 
and emotion."  
 
Researchers in the Kraus lab provided the first concrete evidence that playing a 
musical instrument significantly enhances the brainstem's sensitivity to speech 
sounds.  
 
The findings are consistent with other studies they have conducted revealing that 
anomalies in brainstem sound encoding in some learning-disabled children can be 
reduced with auditory training.  
 
The Kraus lab has a unique approach for demonstrating how the nervous system 
responds to the acoustic properties of speech and music sounds with sub-millisecond 
precision.  
 
"Individuals with music training show a selective fine-tuning of relevant aspects of 
auditory signals," says Kraus, according to a Northwestern University release.  
 
"Playing music engages the ability to extract relevant patterns, such as the sound of 
one's own instrument, harmonies and rhythms, from the soundscape.  
 
"Not surprisingly, musicians' nervous systems are more effective at utilising the 
patterns in music and speech alike."  
 
Kraus presented these findings recently at the annual meeting of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science. IANS 
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Physical activity at school keeps child fit 
February 25, 2010  

 
London: A structured physical activity programme at school 
can improve children's fitness and decrease body fat, 
confirms a new study. 
 
Researchers in Switzerland studied 540, seven and 11-year-
olds in 15 schools. Over nine months, pupils randomly 
allocated to an intervention group underwent a physical 
activity programme designed by experts.  
 
This involved structuring their existing three physical 

education lessons and adding two extra lessons a week.  
 
They were also given daily short activity breaks and physical activity homework. 
Pupils randomly allocated to a control group continued to receive their existing three 
lessons only.  
 
Researchers reported a relative decrease in body fat, improved aerobic fitness, 
higher levels of in-school physical activity, smaller increases or larger reductions in 
Body Mass Index (BMI), and lower cardiovascular risk in the intervention group. 
However, overall daily physical activity and quality of life did not change significantly.  
 
90 percent of the children and 70 percent of the teachers enjoyed the five physical 
education lessons and wanted them to continue.  
 
The researchers attribute the success of the programme to its use of experts, 
attractiveness to children and teachers, intensity, and integration into the school 
curriculum.  
 
They say the study offers a practical way of implementing a physical activity 
programme in schools.  
 
This is important since childhood obesity and cardiovascular disease are increasingly 
common, and many children are not responsive to programmes aimed at increasing 
out-of-school physical activity, says a release of the British Medical Journal.  
 
"As well as improving the health and fitness of children, such programmes can 
improve health in later life by reducing cardiovascular and other diseases," they 
concluded. IANS 
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Australian cops say no to violence by supporting Indian 
cuisine 
February 23, 2010  

 
Melbourne: Police in Victoria is supporting 'Vindaloo Against 
Violence' event on February 24, with Melbourne police getting 
ready to break naan in restaurants across the city. 
 
"We believe this is a simple way for Victorians to say no to all 
violence as well support our vibrant Indian community," said 
Multicultural Liaison officer Leading Senior Constable Dinesh 
Nettur. 
 
"Nothing brings a community together like food and 

Melbourne is home to some of the world’s best Indian restaurants." 
 
Ldg Sen Const Nettur will be joined by Acting Assistant Commissioner (Region 1) 
Andrew Crisp and several other Melbourne-based police dining in Flinders Street on 
Wednesday night. 
 
The members will also visit Federation Square for Indian cultural activities. 
 
Australia wants more students from India - Envoy 
February 23, 2010 

 
Chandigarh: Australian High Commissioner Peter Verghese on 
Monday said that despite the recent incidents of violence, his 
country wanted more students from India, particularly from 
Punjab. 
 
Coming to the state capital of Punjab, the state that 
contributes the maximum number of students to institutions 
in Australia, Verghese said the contribution of the Punjabi 
community to various societies, including Australia, could not 
be discounted.  

 
"The Indian diaspora story is never complete without counting the contribution made 
by Punjabis in different countries including Australia," Verghese said at a crowded 
meet-the-press programme at the Chandigarh Press Club here.  
 
Assuring the safety of Indian students studying in Australia, Verghese said the  
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government in Australia was making sure that quality education is made available to 
international students coming there.  
 
"We take the incidents of attacks on Indian students very seriously; this is one area 
which is of concern not only for India but also for Australia. We always want more 
number of international students to come to Australia to have quality education in a 
safer environment. We have taken many steps to ensure the safety of international 
students," said Verghese.  
 
He added, "As many as 250,000 Indians have made Australia their home and 
presently 100,000 Indian students are studying there."  
 
Nearly 40,000 Punjabi students are studying in different educational institutes in 
Australia.  
 
Verghese said that Australian government has closed some poor quality colleges in 
the last few months.  
 
"We are also keeping a tab on sub-standard educational institutes. We have 
tightened the criteria of their registration and also checked their quality output. We 
have closed many institutes in the past that were found not meeting the set 
standards," stated Verghese.  
 
"We just want to make sure that genuine students and individuals do not suffer at 
all. We have also made changes in skilled migration laws, these changes are not only 
for India but for every other country."  
 
In the last one year, several attacks on Indian students, especially Punjabis, have 
been reported from Melbourne and other places in Australia. In many cases, the 
students and Indian media alleged that these incidents were racially motivated.  
 
Four students from Punjab have died in Australia in the last three months. The 
Australian police later found out the involvement of Indian nationals in causing three 
of these deaths.  
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Talking about the safety measures taken in the last few months the high 
commissioner said, "We  
 
have worked to maintain the law enforcement order of criminal justice, increased the 
police resources, strengthen our legislation to give more powers to police to prevent 
people from carrying weapons, to keep tab on unruly youth and to impose higher 
penalty on violators."  
 
"We have brought various legal reforms, increased the interaction between students 
and police, initiated 24-hour resource centres for assistance to international students 
and we are fast catching and prosecuting the culprits. In the past, we have made 70 
arrests and in one case the punishment was even up to 18 years." 

One boy belonged to Kerala, Verghese was born in Kenya, where his family had 
migrated years ago and then settled in Australia.  
 
The High Commissioner also expressed concern over the mushrooming of 
unscrupulous agents deceiving gullible Indian students in the name of education.  
 
He said, "It is a serious issue that some agents are providing wrong information to 
Indian students and assuring them of permanent residency after studies. We can 
counter this by circulating and making available information that is more authentic. 
We are also working closely with the Indian government to do so." IANS 
 
 
More adolescents suffer cyber bullying now 
February 23, 2010  

 
London: Around 10 percent of all adolescents in grades 7-9 
are victims of Internet bullying, says a new study.  
 
"Cyber bullying occurs when new technologies such as 
computers and mobile phones are used to harass or bully 
somebody. The perpetrators often use SMS, e-mail, chat 
rooms and Facebook to spread their message," says study 
author Ann Frisen.  
 
"This type of bullying can be more serious than conventional 

bullying. At least with conventional bullying the victim is left alone on evenings and 

Parents influence child's pursuit of Mathematics, Medicine 
February 22, 2010  
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weekends," adds Frisen, professor of psychology at the University of Gothenburg.  
 
"Victims of Internet bullying or cyber bullying have no refuge. Victims may be 
harassed continuously via SMS and websites, and the information spreads very 
quickly and may be difficult to remove. In addition, it is often difficult to identify the 
perpetrator."  
 
One example of this is the Facebook group 'Vi som hatar Stina Johansson' (Those of 
us who hate Stina Johansson). "This Facebook group was very difficult to remove. It 
took Stina's parents almost one whole month," says Frisen.  
 
Her research concerns body image, identity development and different types of 
bullying among children and adolescents. She is also part of an EU network of 
researchers studying cyber bullying and is since January 1 the national coordinator of 
this type of research.  
 
Who     are the victims? "Around 10 percent of all adolescents in grades 7-9 are 
victims of cyber bullying. There is a clear connection to school life - it usually calms 
downs in the summer."  
 
The perpetrator is almost always from the same school as the victim. "It is a lot 
easier to be a perpetrator on the Internet since it enables you to act anonymously. 
This also makes it possible for a weaker person to bully someone stronger, which is 
uncommon in conventional bullying," says Frisen.  
 
"In these contexts, people take liberties they normally wouldn't. For example, 
nobody would ever think of starting a magazine called 'Those of us who hate Stina 
Johansson'. So how can cyber bullying among children and adolescents be 
prevented?  
 
"Adults shouldn't be so naive about what they put out about themselves on the 
Internet, for example pictures. Kids get inspired by what adults do. In addition, it's 
good if parents show interest and ask their children to show them which sites they 
like to visit," Frisen said, according to a Gothenburg university release. IANS 
 
Washington: Parental influence and access to Mathematics courses are crucial to 
their children's pursuit of careers in Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics 
or Medicine (STEMM), according to new research.  
 

Jon Miller, Michigan State University (MSU) professor of integrative studies who led 
the study with colleagues, said the education of more researchers, engineers and 
others in the field of Science is critical.  
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"Failure to build and maintain a competitive scientific workforce in the decades ahead 
will inevitably lead to a decline in the American standard of living," Miller said.  
 
The research also found that sons were slightly more encouraged than daughters to 
do well in Science and Mathematics.  
 
Miller used data from the Longitudinal Study of American Youth, which kept track of 
nearly 6,000 students from middle school through college, attempting to determine 
what led them to or guided them away from STEMM careers.  
 
"The pathway to a STEMM career begins at home." He said this is especially true in 
families in which children were strongly encouraged to go to college.  
 
"Only four percent of students who experienced low parent encouragement to attend 
college planned to enter a post-secondary programme and major in a STEMM field," 
he said.  
 
"This compares to 41 percent of students whose parents strongly encouraged college 
attendance."  
 
 
Also influential, although not on the same level as parental encouragement, is the 
parents' education level.  
 
The research found that approximately 27 percent of the children of college 
graduates planned to major in a STEMM field, compared to 18 percent of parents 
with a high school diploma.  
 
The research also reinforced the role mathematics plays in the pursuit of a STEMM 
career, says an  
MSU release.  
 
"Mathematics is a primary gateway to a STEMM career," Miller said, "beginning with 
algebra track placement in grades seven and eight, and continuing through high 
school and college calculus courses."  
 
These findings were presented at a symposium titled "Tomorrow's Scientists and 
Engineers" at this year's meeting of the American Association for the Advancement 
of Science. IANS 
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Australia tightens noose to protect international 
student's interest 
February 23, 2010   
 
Melbourne: The Minister for Education, Julia Gillard, today announced funding of 
A$5.1 million to further strengthen Australia's international education industry. 
 

The funding will be made available to top up the Education Services for Overseas 
Students (ESOS) Assurance Fund if required. 
 
The ESOS Assurance Fund is the cornerstone of Australia's international student 
consumer protection framework, which safeguards the course fees of international 
students. The fund was established in 2000 with an A$1 million start amount 
provided by the government. 
 
The funding is one of a number of measures the Australian government has initiated 
to provide world-class international education services. 
 
These measures include:  
 
- ESOS Amendment (Re-registration of Providers and Other Measures) Bill which will 
require all providers delivering education and training to international students to re 
register by December 31, 2010  
 
- The review of the current ESOS Act by the Bruce Baird AM, which is due to report 
to the Australian government shortly  
 
- A National International Student Strategy currently being developed through the 
Council Of Australian governments  
 
- The International Students Hotline set up in mid 2009  
 
- The establishment of the Tertiary Education Quality and Standards Agency and a 
national regulator for the Vocational Education and Training sector. 
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The government's decision will provide 
additional certainty for students and underscores its determination to ensure that the 
international education sector remains both strong and vibrant into  
 
the future.  
 
Gillard has welcomed the strengthening of rules for education providers of 
international students by requiring all colleges to re-register under new, stronger 
criteria by the end of 2010. 
 
The new rules come under the ESOS Amendment (Re-registration of Providers and 
Other Measures) Bill 2009, which was passed by the Senate yesterday and will help 
weed out dodgy providers from the industry. 
 
This will mean that all education and training providers currently registered on the 
Commonwealth Register of Institutions and Courses for Overseas Students (CRICOS) 
will have to re-register under the strengthened criteria by December 31, 2010. 
 
This is intended to reinforce confidence in the quality of the Australian international 
education sector and to strengthen the registration process. Only those who have 
met the strengthened entry requirements will remain on the register from January 1, 
2011. 
 
Providers will also have to prove that education is their principal purpose and that 
they are able to deliver that education to a high standard. 
 
"The Australian government is deeply committed to ensuring international students 
who choose to study in Australia receive a quality education and training. While the 
vast majority of education providers are delivering quality education, unfortunately 
the sector has been tarnished by the activities of a few. The department of 
Education, Employment and Workplace Relations is working hand-in-hand with each 
state and territory to ensure the re-registrations are managed efficiently and they 
are implemented consistently," said the minister. 
 
The new Act will bring in further changes to strengthen the regulation of the 
international education industry. For example, there will be greater accountability 
placed on providers for the actions of the agents they use and there will be increased 
reporting on action taken to assist students when a provider closes. 
 
These amendments are one of a series of measures the Australian government is 
taking to ensure Australia continues to offer high-quality international education. 
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India offers fellowships to African researchers 
 
February 19, 2010   
 
New Delhi: India is offering 416 fellowships to African researchers in top Indian 
institutions in areas from biotechnology to forestry."We not only want to intensify 
relations at political and trade l... 
 
Budding biotech firm wins national award 
 
February 13, 2010   
 
Thiruvananthapuram: The national award for the best start-up company in the 
Biotech/ Pharma sector for the year 2009 was recently received by a Technopark-
Technology Business Incubation (T-TBI) incuba... 
 
Union budget improvises concessions for research in scientific, social sectors 
 
February 26, 2010   
 
New Delhi: The Union Budget 2010-11 presented by the Finance Minister Pranab 
Mukherjee in the Lok Sabha today, provided boost to Research and Development 
(R&D) activities across all the sectors of... 
 
Ministry of Earth Sciences inaugurates Hindi seminar on climate change 
 
February 08, 2010   
 
New Delhi: Shyam Saran, Special Envoy to Prime Minister on Climate Change 
inaugurated the 18th Hindi Scientific Seminar on 'Impact of Climate change on 
Society' organized by Ministry of Earth ... 
 
India's growth will have global effect, says HBS 
 
February 01, 2010  
 
New Delhi: The Harvard Business School (HBS) says India's economic growth will 
affect the global market place and today announced three India-specific executive 
programmes.  
 
 
"India's economic development will have widespread ramifications for the global 
economy and so it remains a fundamental part of Harvard Business School's global  
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strategy and an exciting place to conduct new research," David Yoffie, senior 
Associate Dean of the HBS, which is part of the Harvard University said in a 
statement.  
 
As part of their India focus, HBS will impart three courses - Building a Global 
Enterprise in India, Develop India - Strategies for Growth, and Managing and 
Transforming Professional Service Firms.  
 
The first programme, Building a Global Enterprise in India (BGEI), the business 
school said, "Is designed to help top executives of companies examine the specific 
demands facing businesses in India and to equip leaders with new skills to achieve 
success in this rapidly developing market." 
 
Participants will learn about best practices from businesses with long-established 
worldwide brands, companies based in emerging markets that have more recently 
traversed the path to global growth, and those now embarking upon it.  
 
Each case study offers valuable lessons for any enterprise seeking to build scale in 
India today, the institute said.  
 
"BGEI offers both deep global and Indian perspectives, based on years of research 
by our faculty, and provides participants with the necessary skill set to drive 
sustained business success in India," said Nitin Norhia, a professor at the HBS.  
 
Develop India - Strategies for Growth programme will offer participants a personal 
action plan to navigate India's real estate supply chain- focusing on the major 
themes of leadership and strategy, financial analysis, sustainability, and urbanization 
and policy.  
 
John Macomber who has written more than a half dozen new case studies for the 
programme, including four cases based on businesses in India leads the programme. 
IANS 
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Kids, here comes nursery rhymes with Katrina 
 
February 06, 2010  
 
New Delhi: Children might love this. Here comes a bunch of English nursery rhymes 
from Sa Re Ga Ma that not only offers audio-visual content but also features popular 
actress Katrina Kaif and some musical magic from Oscar-Grammy winner A.R. 
Rahman's school. 
 
"Music engages the senses and stimulates the whole mind and body. This venture is 
a concept that will aim to fulfill this need to make learning rhymes a fun and 
engaging experience for the child,"  
 
 
said B.R. Vijayalakshmi, general manager, audio-visual media of Sa Re Ga Ma.  
 
"Nursery rhymes are a time-honoured play-and-learn method of introducing children 
to language and rhythm, an engaging way to strengthen and identify, differentiate 
and practice the sounds that are the building blocks of language," Vijayalakshmi told 
the sources.  
 
Titled "Sunfeast Dream Cream Rhyme School", the album is slated to hit the stores 
in March and Sa Re Ga Ma has roped in Katrina to promote it and composer Rahman 
supervise the music.  
 
"Adding magic to the mix, Katrina will take the children through the lilting rhymes in 
her own inimitable style in the video. Katrina's popularity among kids and her affable 
style and persona on screen made her fit for such a project," said Vijayalakshmi.  
 
"Rahman is the music supervisor for this project. The students at KM Music 
Conservatory, a college founded by Rahman, is arranging and composing the music 
for this album under the supervision of the music master," she added.  
 
Sa Re Ga Ma is concentrating on other languages as well - in the recent past, the 
label produced animated Tamil children's folk songs "Nila Nila Odiva" sung by Latha 
Rajnikanth and animated Bengali children's rhymes "Aye Re Aye Tiye", which is a 
compilation of the traditional and most popular children's rhymes.  
 
Preeti Sagar's "Phulwari Bachchon Ki" is another animated children's Hindi songs title 
in the pipeline.  
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Vijayalakshmi said, "Sa Re Ga Ma believes that learning can be made a lot more fun  

 
 
and effective through the use of vibrant multimedia, music and dance. To this effect, 
the company is launching a series of learning-oriented Home EduTainment products 
that will impact the way children learn."  
 
To make the album a hit, Sa Re Ga Ma is planning a 360 degree media plan to 
promote the product with heavy penetration across metros. IANS 
 
Smooth sailing for 10,000 NMAT candidates 
 
February 03, 2010   
 
Mumbai: Over 10,000 candidates successfully completed Narsee Monjee's computer-
based NMAT 2010 for admission to its management programs. 
 
Narsee Monjee Institute of Management Studies (NMIMS) conducts masters and 
doctoral programs in Management, Banking Management, Capital Markets, Actuarial 
Science and Pharmaceuticals Management. 
 
The test continues to run successfully across 19 cities in India and 11 international 
locations - Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, South Africa, United Arab Emirates, 
Australia, Bangladesh, Malaysia, Nepal, Singapore and Sri Lanka. 
 
"In a global testing endeavour of this size requiring international test 
synchronization, one is always  
 
faced with a variety of possible technical and infrastructure failure points. 
Accordingly, Pearson VUE has a contingency plan framework in place for speedy 
rectification of any such issues. There has been no need to reschedule any test 
batch", a release from the institute said.  
 
NMAT administrators resolved any stray instances of disruption quickly.  
 
One test centre in Kochi and one in Delhi faced power failure this morning. However, 
the test continued without interruption on the back-up UPS and generator power. 
 
 
It was decided to continue running the test centres on the back-up generator power 
for the entire day so as not to interrupt the candidates' examination. 
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"A few students, who arrived late, did not have the required identity proofs or did not 
sign the NDA within the stipulated time, were not allowed to test. These candidates 
have been advised to e-mail their petition to NMAT2010@pearson.com for review by  

 
 
NMIMS," according to a statement from the Chairman, NMAT Admissions Committee.  
 
"The feedback from the candidates has been very encouraging. Wherever the 
candidates report any issue related to their test delivery experience or test content 
that causes them anxiety, an incident is logged by the test administrators or 
invigilators and followed through to closure, so that no candidate is disadvantaged," 
the release added. 
 
Responding to feedback from some candidates that they cannot go back to a section 
for review, it was clarified that candidates must have at least one item marked for 
review in a section for them to be able to go back to that section to review.  
 
For this, the NMAT website had posted a NMAT Demo Test and an orientation video 
ahead of the test schedule to familiarize the candidates. 
 
SAIL seeks strengthening industry-academic interface 
January 20, 2010  
 
New Delhi: Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL) has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) for academic collaboration with Birla Institute of Management 
and Technology (BIMTECH), Greater Noida and Institute of Management Technology 
(IMT), Ghaziabad on January 14, 2010, and is also entering into an agreement with 
International Institute of Information Technology (IIIT), Bangalore, for endowment 
of SAIL Chair in the presence of G. Ojha, Director (Personnel), SAIL. 
 
 
The MoUs were signed with the focus of strengthening industry-academic interface 
keeping the objective of fostering collaboration between the two institutions to 
promote academic and research interactions. 
 
"Prof. S. Sadagopan, Director, IIIT, Bangalore signed the MoU with IIIT, while the 
MoUs with BIMTECH and IMT were signed by Prof. Dr. Anupam Varma, Deputy 
Director, BIMTECH and Dr B D Singh, Dean (MDP & Consulting), IMT, Ghaziabad," 
said an official press release from the Ministry of Steel. 
 
On behalf of SAIL, S. P. Patnaik, Executive Director (HRD) / SAIL MTI signed the 
MoUs. 
 
These collaborations are aimed at fostering a strong bond between academia and 
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industry which will contribute to faster industrial growth within the country and also 
add to sustained growth for both SAIL and these academic institutions. 

 
 
"These collaborations will help SAIL immensely in opening up new horizons of 
knowledge for its executives and will provide practical insights to the students of 
these institutions who will get rare opportunity to learn the working of a giant steel 
industry, which is the pride of nation," said a Ministry official. 
 
This is another step forward by Management Training Institute (MTI) in its continual 
efforts to enhance its quality of academics to excellent standards by sharing 
knowledge and expertise with these reputed management and IT institutions. 
 
SAIL/MTI has already entered into MoU with reputed academic institutions like Indian 
Institute of Management, Ahmedabad (IIM-A), IIM-Indore and Management 
Development Institute, Gurgaon (MDI), technical institutes like Indian School of 
Mines University (ISMU) Dhanbad and Birla Institute of Technology and Science, 
Pilani (BITS) and technological leaders like SKF Ltd., Siemen Ltd. and Bosch Rexroth. 
 
Inking MoU with IIIT, Bangalore, BIMTECH, Greater Noida and IMT, Ghaziabad is 
another significant milestone in HRD efforts of Management Training Institute (MTI) 
of SAIL in collaborating with leading institutions of the country, which has global 
presence. 
 
ISB ranked 12th in top global B-schools 
 
January 27, 2010  
 
Hyderabad: The Indian School of Business (ISB) has been ranked 12th in the global 
business school ranking according to a recent release by the Financial Times, 
London. 
 
This is the third successive year that the Hyderabad based ISB has featured among 
the top 20, in the list of top 100 B-Schools in the world. It was ranked 15th in 2009 
and 20th in 2008.  
 
"I am delighted that the ISB is consolidating its position as a top-ranked global 
business school. To receive this news on the eve of the completion of 60 years of the 
Indian Republic makes it all the more special," ISB chairman Rajat Gupta said in a 
statement here. 
 
The ISB was established in 2001 with the launch of its pioneering Post Graduate 
Programme in Management (PGPM). From an initial class of 126 students, the school 
has grown successively over the years, and currently has 570 students in the class of 
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2010. The school has over 2,300 alumni who are making a strong impact in business 
and industry.  
 

 
 
ISB will soon set up its second campus in Mohali, Punjab. The first academic session 
at the ISB campus in Mohali is expected to commence in 2012. IANS 

Don't need 80% for taking IIT entrance exam: Sibal 

October 20, 2009  

Retracting from his stand about raising the cut-off percentage for appearing in the 
IIT's entrance exam, Union HRD minister Kapil Sibal on Tuesday said that scoring 
high would not be a prerequisite adding that the IITs can only decide admission 
criteria. 
 
HOTS effect in Class 10 - slump in numbers scoring 
'perfect 100' 

New Delhi: The number of students scoring a full 100 in subjects has come down to 
5,071 this year from 7,631 in 2007 in the Central Board of Secondary Education 
(CBSE) Class 10 examinations, and the reason is the new exam pattern called 
'HOTS'. 

The High Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) was the new basis of the question papers in 
the Class 10 exams this year. It is an analytical problem solving process, geared to 
assess the students' absorption of knowledge and its application. 

 
"The average performance and pass percentage has increased across the board but 
the number of perfect scorers has gone down. The new question pattern to judge 
students' knowledge base could be the reason," CBSE chairman Ashok Ganguly said. 

There is a substantial decline in the number of candidates who have bagged the 
'perfect score' in Mathematics. "As against 5,251 students last year, this year just 
2,647 students have scored 100 out of 100 in Mathematics." 

Similarly, in Social Science, only 598 students have scored a full 100 as against 
1,233 last year.  
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Ganguly said: "We are not going to bring any change in the question pattern. HOTS 
is a good formula to judge the holistic knowledge of students." 

 

"Once the teachers make the classroom more inclusive and bring in thinking skills, 
students will do much better," he said. 

The chairman, however, added that there are several subjects in which more 
students have scored the 'perfect 100' than the previous year. Science and 
Technology, Sanskrit and introductory IT are some of the papers in which more 
students have scored full marks. 

The CBSE on Thursday announced the Class 10 results. Both in India and abroad, 
over 765,000 students appeared for the examinations and 87.08 percent cleared it. 
The pass percentage has increased by 2.64 percent from last year. 
 
Of the six regions in India, Chennai topped with the highest pass percentage of 
95.26, followed by  

Ajmer (94.22 percent), Allahabad (89.1 percent), Panchkula (89.07 percent), and 
Delhi (82.87 percent). Guwahati was at the bottom with a pass percentage of 57.29 
percent. IANS 

Brother-sister duo - fruit vendor's grandchildren - in 
civil services 
May 17, 2008  | 

New Delhi: Their grandfather worked as a fruit vendor and grandmother did motley 
jobs, including providing water in a government office. Now a brother-sister duo 
from a marginalized community has made it to India's prestigious civil services. "We 
are very happy to see our name in the selected list. My grandparents were very 
humble people and they did their best to help my father crack the civil services and 
now we have cracked it too," Mukul Arya told IANS. 

Mukul and his sister Mukta Arya have made it to the final 734 candidates whose 
names were announced Friday for appointment in various civil services positions, 
including the Indian Administrative Service (IAS), Indian Police Service (IPS) and 
Indian Foreign Service (IFS). 

While Mukta, 26, has been ranked 48, Mukul, 23, has secured the 343rd position. 
Their family - the father is a civil servant himself - lives in Delhi but originally hails 
from Andhra Pradesh. 
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An M.Phil student at the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), Mukul said as they 
belong to the Scheduled Tribe category, he and Mukta would try to create an 
inclusive atmosphere for one and all. 

"Being from a socially lower strata, you tend to face difficulties. General people doubt 
your talent but its not like that always. My sister's ranking is very good and she will 
be an IAS officer," he added. 

"Once we get into the service, we will promote inclusive growth and try to reduce 
prejudices around the caste system. All sections of society should grow together," he 
added. 

Speaking about his family, he said his grandfather was a fruit vendor and daily wage 
labourer, and after his death, his grandmother used to do sundry jobs, including 
providing drinking water in an office. 

"They helped my father study and become a civil servant, who is currently serving in 
Lakshadweep. But we still have the old customs at home - touching the feet of 
seniors, manners and down to earth attitude." 

He said from her grandmother to his mother, who is a housewife, to his sister, 
women in their families had helped them flourish. 

"I owe my success more to my sister and mother. Mukta made our house a research 
centre of sociology. Both she and I had sociology as a subject." 

Sri Ram, the man who had taught both of them at his Sriram's IAS Coaching Centre 
in Delhi, said: "Mukta is an unassuming, simple girl with profound depth of 
knowledge on her subject. She was very mature." 

"Mukul is intellectually sophisticated. His knowledge of economics is really good and 
he is never confused," Sri Ram added. 

This year 734 candidates have made it to the elite civil services, of which 286 are 
from the general category, 266 from the Other Backward Classes, 128 Scheduled 
Castes and 54 Scheduled Tribes candidates. IANS 
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Let a dozen NRI-PIO universities bloom May 29, 2008  |

 

Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) and Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) can cheer the good 
news that a special university for education of their children will open its doors next 
year in Bangalore. The bad news is that only half the seats will be given to NRIs and 
PIOs. 

Minister for Overseas Indian Affairs Vyalar Ravi announced the news that the Manipal 
Academy of Higher Education (MAHE), under the supervision of the Ministry of 
Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA), has been selected to set up the first of its kind 
university to provide affordable and international quality higher education. He added 
that the Indian government would not invest any money in the project. 

Giving details about the selection of promoters of the project, he said that 16 
applications had been received for the global tender to establish and manage the 
university. From these, four were short-listed and MAHE was selected. 

Now, as MAHE is funding the entire project, why can't more such universities be 
established? NRIs have a great demand for education in India, as all of them cannot 
afford the high cost of higher education in the West. Moreover, they want their 
children to imbibe Indian culture with information technology and other courses. 

About six weeks ago, a number of NRIs responded quickly to my article on this topic. 
Paul Dhanjal wrote from Canada, "This (article) struck a personal chord in my heart 
as I have been looking into various options for my children (not yet ready for 
university) who are 13 and 10. I looked into the Canadian International School in 
Bangalore - as my kids had an opportunity to visit the school while in India last year. 
My rationale is exactly what you have captured in your article - providing education 
in humanities subjects like Indian languages and fine arts like classical music and 
dancing, Indian universities impart more authentic learning in the right cultural 
ambience than similar courses in the West." 

Suman Basin from Arlington, Virginia, US, wrote, "I just read your article about an 
NRI university in India. By when do you think this would actually become a reality 
and start enrolling students? I hope you do a follow-up on your article as I, along 
with other NRIs, would be interested in pursuing this option at the appropriate time." 
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Others also expressed the same views and it seems they cannot wait for the 
university to start enrolling NRI students. It is clear that there is high demand from 
about 25 million NRIs in over 125 countries as evidenced from their constant 
requests at the annual NRI conventions in India and other meetings with Indian 
leaders. Since the government of India is not investing in these universities, why not 
establish at least a dozen NRI-PIO universities? 

The ministry has successfully gone through the selection process and created a 
system to select suitable organisations willing to invest in these educational projects. 
So the same procedure can be followed to select more institutions from India and 
abroad. Now that private organisations are allowed to set up such universities, more 
Indian and NRI educational organisations can be invited to tender for more NRI-PIO 
universities. 

A number of NRI educational organisations in the US, Britain, East Africa and Asia 
have the funds and the experience to establish such institutions. And India needs at 
least 1,133 more universities, according to NRI Sam Pitroda, who heads India's 
National Knowledge Commission. The existing 367 Indian universities cater for a 
meagre seven percent of the 18-24 year age group instead of at least 15 percent 
that is half the average for Asia. So both Indian and overseas Indians can benefit 
from more such institutes of higher learning. 

The states with a large number of emigrants such as Kerala, Punjab, Gujarat, Tamil 
Nadu and Andhra Pradesh, among others, can each have one or more NRI-PIO 
universities and reap educational and economic benefits for their people and their 
emigrants. Many of these states have expressed their keen desire to establish and, 
in fact, lobbied for such universities. Kerala has been urged to take the lead in 
setting up such a university as the state has the largest number of NRIs. Gujarat has 
offered to establish an NRI university claiming that it has the infrastructure for such 
a project. Hyderabad promotes such a university in its Knowledge City. Punjab with 
its extensive overseas people can easily finance such a project as well as some other 
states. So let a dozen NRI-PIO universities bloom! 

English gaining popularity in India 
May 19, 2008   

These days English is being more and more popular in India, as Indians are opting 
for English education for their children. This rise is happening so fast that the 
nationwide enrolment in the upper primary section of English-medium schools has 
seen a hike of 74 pc during 2003-2006.  
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The growth of English can be witnessed more in Southern states which alone 
accounts for over 60 pc of the students during the past three years. The three states 
which top amongst the rest in enrolling kids for English Education in South are 
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra. 
 
English is presently considered as the third highest medium of instruction for upper 
primary students after Hindi and Marathi.  

There is an 83 pc fall observed in Telugu medium and it is also the biggest fall ever 
seen in southern states as the number of enrolment decreased in the Telugu Medium 
in AP. 

Up in north, the growth of English has been slow leaving out Punjab and Gujarat 
where enrolment went up by 93,000 and 60,000 respectively- figures not so high 
when compared with the southern states. But in Kerala, the rise is much higher as 
compared to Karnataka. In Arunchal, Sikkim and Nagaland the percentage touches 
nearly 99 pc.  

She conquered odds to walk the corridors of power 

May 19, 2008  

Bhubaneswar: From a mud house in an Orissa village to the corridors of power as an 
official of the government - it is no longer just a dream for Madhusmita Sahoo, the 
daughter of a pan seller, who has made it to group A in the Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC) examination. But 21-year-old Madhusmita, a resident of 
Talbarkot village in Dhenkanal, about 150 km from here, is not going to stop here. 
She is aiming higher - for a place in the Indian Administrative Service (IAS). 

"I have got a rank of 612 in the merit list and am eligible for the central 
government's group A service. I am not happy with it. I will reappear in the 
examination this year and will try to come within 100 to become an IAS officer," 
Madhusmita, a final year economics student in Bhubaneswar's Utkal University, told 
IANS. 

While Madhusmita has qualified for the central group's A service as per her ranking, 
a higher score would have entitled her to the IAS, Indian Foreign Service, Indian 
Police Service and other government services. 

Her father Lingaraj Sahu, 60, runs a pan shop in the village and barely manages to 
earn a living for his family living in a mud house. But that did not deter Madhusmita,  
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who lost her mother when she was only eight, from pursuing her dreams - and 
qualifying for the civil services through the prestigious and tough UPSC examination.  

Madhusmita studied in the village school and got 88.8 percent in her Class 10 
examination; thereafter she went to a college in Dhenkanal.  

Her potential was realised when the Vikash Educational Charitable Trust gave her a 
scholarship.  

"We spotted her and provided her a scholarship to help her fulfil her ambition," said 
L.N. Das of the trust. 

"She appeared for the IAS prelims exams last year and took the mains in October. 
We organised her stay in Delhi, where she took coaching in a private institute for 
only six days to appear for the final exam," he added. 

The drive to succeed extends to other members of her family. 

"I want to see my elder sister as a collector (top official of a district adminitration)," 
said Madhusmita's sister Rashmita who is doing her postgraduation in economics. 

With the will that Madhusmita has shown so far, that dream may also be within 
reach. IANS 

 
Delhi University's foreign students-on guard yet 
carefree 
May 15, 2008   

New Delhi: Meneka Bogollagama, a 20-year-old Sri Lankan studying in Delhi 
University (DU), believes the gruesome death of an Indian American student in the 
campus earlier this week has created a stir, but it doesn't make her feel unsafe. "I 
feel quite safe in the campus," Meneka, who is in the second year in the Sri Ram 
College of Commerce, 
told IANS. 

The Delhi University campus is abuzz with talk of Keanan Mehra, a 22-year-old 
Indian American student who was found dead in his one-room rented apartment in 
the campus's Hudson Lines area Monday. Although police have registered a case of 
murder, it could also be a case of suicide. 
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But foreign students say they are not too worried. 

"One of the reasons could be because I stay in the international girls hostel which 
ensures a safe environment. We have a bus that drops us to college every day and 
then picks us up later, so there is no question of using public conveyance either," 
Meneka said. 

"Whenever my friends and I go out, I don't feel wary of my surroundings. In fact, in 
many ways India reminds me of home," she said. 

According to Amrita Bahari, president of the Delhi University Students Union (DUSU), 
DU is home to around 2,000 foreign students. 

"There are around 2,000 foreign students in the university both at the undergraduate 
and the postgraduate level. Each year we receive around 1,000 applications for 
admission to the various courses here from foreign students," Bahari told IANS. 

Most of the applicants are from countries like China, Nepal, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, 
Mauritius, Germany, Thailand, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Canada, Africa and the US.  

While the university's international boys and international girls hostels house most of 
these students, there are others who stay as paying guests or rent flats in and 
around the campus.  

Pema Lyndoh, a student of Nepal studying Buddhism in Delhi University and living in 
a rented accommodation near the university's Kingsway Camp area, said so far she 
hadn't faced any major problem in the campus. 

"Of course, there are random cases of eve teasing or purse snatching, but that is not 
just restricted to us but to everyone in general," Lyndoh said. 

Achon Gurung, Lyndoh's roommate and a student doing her masters in DU, said she 
feels very comfortable here. 

"I have been living here for the past five years and till now, with the exception of a 
few squabbles here and there, there hasn't been a real crisis. As long as we pay our 
rent on time, the landlord doesn't bother us. 

"Since these areas are student-dominated, even shopkeepers are quite amiable," 
Gurung added. 
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Mary Farrakhan, a South African student studying literature, however, said that she 
had had to face quite a few unnerving incidents. 

"People have this habit of simply staring at you…which I have got used to. But there 
was this incident I can't forget till date. I was walking to my flat alone one day when 
two guys on a motorbike started following me. 

"Fortunately, I reached a restaurant and I quickly went in. After that I dialled my 
friend's number and he came to my rescue. Those guys, however, could not be 
traced. Since then I make sure that I don't venture out alone," Farrakhan said. 

Meneka also said that she does prefer hanging out with her other Sri Lankan friends 
or her friends from northeastern India. 

"Most of us gel very well with the northeast Indian students, more than with others. 
I have quite a few Manipuri and Assamese friends and with them I have watched 
quite a few Hindi movies as well! 

"It's a different matter that I hardly understand a word of it but I enjoy it 
nevertheless." IANS 

 

 


